
Preparing for the 
job market

James Chyz



What does this guys know?

• Graduated from Arizona in 2010

• Decent pipeline, but nothing past 1st round

• 6 fly-outs, 3 offers

• Served on UT’s faculty recruiting committee



Before we start: The big takeaways

1. This is a marathon, not a sprint
2. Focus on what you can control
3. Be patient as the market clears
4. Listen to your advisors
5. Enjoy the process



The job search – where to apply

• Have some flexibility

• Only apply where you would go

• Tap the network

• Cool it on the “my top school” talk



Interview selection process



Interview selection process











Fly-out season thoughts

• Rest
• Sleep is important

• Focus
• Put down other projects

• Redundancy / Contingency planning
• Have back-ups



The “interview”

• Everyone matters
• Leave your ego at home

• Confidence & humility

Interview Duration



The office visits and dinners

• Be measured in your enthusiasm

• Talk resources not salary

• “So, who else has interviewed?”

• It doesn’t hurt to be informed

• Aim for some balance



The job talk

• Are you prepared?
• Are you polished?
• Can you think on your feet?

“It is really, really, 
ridiculously 
important”



Post interview

• If only I had of…..

• Thank your hosts

• When to follow up



Before we end: The big takeaways

1. This is a marathon, not a sprint
2. Focus on what you can control
3. Be patient as the market clears
4. Listen to your advisors
5. Enjoy the process



Thank-you!
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